DATE
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Louisville District

ATTN: Max Hagan, CELRL-OP-FN, Rm. 752

P.O. Box 59

Louisville, KY 40201-0059

Subject: LRL-2011-999-cmh <br><br>

Dear Mr. Hagan: 

I am writing to you in response to the Revised Public Notice Number LRL-2011-999-cmh regarding the MVBS Jeffersonville, LLC’s application for a permit to install a barge fleeting facility. As a boater who spends a lot of time on the Ohio River, I was very concerned about this application.  

The increase in the number of barges behind Six Mile at a given time will also increase the risk that someone will be injured while boating in and around the shoot and river. There would not be enough space for smaller, recreational boats to safely maneuver in the shoot in the case of emergency.  Now, under this proposal there is no safety factor at all.  In fact, the present proposal is almost ludicrous.  There is no room for a barge operator to maneuver within the allowable space if the facility were fully utilized.  If there were private vessels present, there would be no room to move to safety.  

If a line of barges is coming in or out of Six Mile Shoot, or a barge is being moved within the shoot, there will not be enough room or time for other boaters like me to safely move our boats and families out of harm’s way.  Or, if a barge became unmoored or a pilot lost control, smaller boats would be in danger of being run over by the larger commercial vessels and would not have the time or space to safely avoid a collision.

Also, as an avid boater who enjoys spending time on the Ohio River, I do not want chemicals, solvents, or other fleeting agents to be dumped into the waterways where my family and friends are swimming.  It is not totally clear from the application what types of processes would be involved in the “barge fleeting facility,” and that really concerns me. I don’t want to swim in or around an area where commercial barges are, when I don’t know what kind of materials are on the barge or what is in teh run-off from them. The waterways around Kentucky are a great resource for us, and pollution from industrial fleeting processes will make these waterways unsafe. 

I realize that we all must share the Ohio River and that the MVBS Jeffersonville, LLC has a right to use the water for its business needs. I do not think that putting more than Thirty Five barges in an enclosed space which has historically only ever had, at most, 6 barges in it at a time, will be safe for the public users of Six Mie Shoot and the river. There will be great potential for pollution of the water and increased risk of boating accidents in and around Six Mile Shoot, especially if a barge should break away from the docking area. For Kentucky and Indiana residents who use the waterways for recreation throughout the year, these are very serious hazards.

Finally, the Public Notice does not contain sufficient or accurate information to evaluate the true operator of the facility. 

For the reasons stated above, I hereby request that a Public Hearing be conducted on this permit request.  






Sincerely, 






NAME

